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Maritime Extent of Florida Laws
Article II, Section 1, of the Florida Constitution provides that the state’s
boundary (and its laws not in conﬂict with established federal maritime law)
extends from the head of the St. Mary’s River, which forms the border between
Georgia and Florida, to the Atlantic Ocean, “thence due east to the edge of
the Gulf Stream or a distance of three geographic miles whichever is the
greater distance; thence in a southerly direction along the edge of the Gulf
Stream or along a line three geographic miles from the Atlantic coastline ...
and three leagues* distant from the Gulf of Mexico coastline .... and three leagues distant from
the southernmost point of the Marquesas Keys ... and Loggerhead Key, the westernmost of
the Dry Tortugas Islands.”
The Gulfstream is a 40-50 mile wide stream of water moving northerly along Florida’s Atlantic
coast at 2-3 Knots*. Its western edge is a moving target which varies daily and signiﬁcantly
during a year. On January 28, 2017, the National Weather Service Marine Forecast reported
the edge was approximately 22 nautical miles* (“NM”) south of Loggerhead Key in the Dry
Tortugas, 28 NM from Marquesas Key lighthouse oﬀ of Key West, 31 NM south of Looe Key
oﬀ Pine Key, 9 NM ENE of Port Everglades, 4 NM ESE of Lake Worth Inlet, 10 NM SE of
Jupiter Inlet, 17 NM East of Fort Pierce Inlet, and 43 NM NE of Ponce Inlet (Daytona).
In Benson v. Norwegian Cruise Lines Ltd., 859 So.2d 1213 (Fla. 3rd DCA 2003), the court
applied Florida law to an alleged act of medical malpractice that occurred on a cruise ship
about twelve miles from shore when the edge of the Gulfstream was 14 NM from shore on
the date of the alleged malpractice.
Look for a recap of the 2017 Camping and Canoe Trip in an upcoming issue of The SideBar!
_________________________
* 1 NM = 1.1508 Statute (“Geographic”) miles; 1 League = 3 NM =3.45234 Statute Miles; 3 Leagues = 10.36 Statute Miles; 1 Knot = 1 NM per hour
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The 2016 pro bono award recipients model the highest ideals of the legal profession by
providing equal access to the courts for the most vulnerable among us.
“Each time a man stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the lot of others, or strikes
out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and crossing each other from
a million diﬀerent centers of energy and daring those ripples build a current which can
sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and resistance.” ― Robert F. Kennedy
If you would like more information on how you can change lives while advancing justice please
contact our Pro Bono Committee Chairs: Jane Cornett jcornett@bplegal.com; Maxine Noel
mnoel@gglawyers.com; Carolyn Fabrizio carolyn.fabrizio@frls.org.
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